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Nicaragua: Army Launches Offensive Against Revueltos
by Deborah Tyroler
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May 19: Superior Private Enterprise Council (COSEP) president Ramiro Gurdian told reporters
that revueltos had vacated the premises of five banana plantations owned by his family. He said
that the three-week occupation caused about US$300,000 in financial losses. May 22: President
Violeta Chamorro met with COSEP leaders. According to COSEP, revueltos have occupied 242
farms and plantations in Jinotega department and another 16 in western Nicaragua. COSEP
leaders demanded that the government take action to end the occupations. At a press conference
following the meeting with COSEP leaders, Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo said individuals
responsible for "sabotaging the national economy will be put behind bars." He added that the
government would take all actions necessary to ensure normal seasonal agricultural activities.
President Chamorro ordered the Sandinista Popular Army (EPS) to take action against former
soldiers and contras occupying at least 100 privately-owned farms and plantations for the last two
months. The former combatants are demanding government compliance with promises to provide
them with land, housing, and agricultural and small business loans. Later in the day, government
spokespersons said army troops had initiated efforts to dislodge revueltos from 40 private farms in
Leon and Chinandega departments. May 23: Army spokesperon Capt. Carlos Lara reported that
troops exchanged gunfire with revueltos at the Las Brisas farm, about 50 km. west of Managua. Lara
said the army had orders to evict all squatters, but to use their weapons only in self-defense. He
added that the armed clash began when revueltos opened fire on the soldiers. Lara said 14 revueltos
were arrested during the incident. He added that between 250 and 350 troops had been involved
in the eviction operations, as well as several tanks and two MIG- 21 support helicopters, used for
transporting troops and ammunition. Residents of La Paz Centro, located near the Las Brisas farm,
told the Agence France-Presse that they were alarmed by the army's show of force, described as
disproportionate to the threat. According to Interior Ministry spokespersons, hundreds of squatters
evacuated 21 plantations in Matagalpa department in anticipation of the arrival of army troops. May
24: Army spokespersons reported that combined army and police units peacefully evicted recompas
from seven farms in western Nicaragua. May 25: At a press conference, Interior Minister Alfredo
Mendieta and army chief Gen. Humberto Ortega told reporters that they were planning "actions
in central and western Nicaragua to dislodge" revuelto squatters from private farms. Ortega said
the army was committed to the "absolute imposition of order." He urged government agencies
to "overcome bureaucratic [obstacles] and shortcomings to ensure fulfillment of all accords" with
demobilized recontras and recompas. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 05/19/92, 05/22-24/92;
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 05/22-25/92)
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